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CHARGEGIVENTO IASOFFICER SANJEEVKUMAR

NEWCHAIRMAN FORPOLLUTIONCONTROLBOARD

The Forest and Environment department on Friday issued a notification giving additional charge of

Chairman, Gujarat Pollution Control Board (GPCB) to 1998-batch IAS officer Sanjeev Kumar, who is

Managing Director of Gujarat State Petroleum Corporation Limited.
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THEWESTERNRailwaywill be
runningtwospecialtrainsforcan-
didatesofNationalEligibilitycum
EntranceTest(NEET)fromVapito
Ahmedabad and Somnath to
Ahmedabad on Saturday i.e.
September12.
According to officials ofWR,

two superfast express special
trainswithsleeperandsecondsit-
ting class coaches (all reserved)
will be running forNEET candi-
dateswhowillappearfortheiren-
tranceexamonSunday.
Amongthetwo,09081/09082

Vapi-Ahmedabad-VapiSuperfast
SpecialTrainwill leavefromVapi
stationon11:10pmonSaturday
night and reach Ahmedabad
around5 amnextmorning. The
return journey of this trainwill
commence fromAhmedabad at
11:10pmonSundaynighti.e.and
reachVapiat5amnextmorning
on September 14. In bothways,
the train will halt at Valsad,
Navsari, Surat, Ankleshwar,
Bharuch, Vadodara, Anand and
Nadiad.
Thesecondtrain09201/09202

Somnath-Ahmedabad-Somnath
Superfast Express Special will
leave from Somnath station at
09:30pmonSaturdaynight and
reachAhmedabadnextmorning
at5.25am.Thereturnjourneywill
commence fromAhmedabad at

9.10 pm on Sunday night and
reach Somnathnextmorning at
5.05 am. In bothways, the train
willhaltatVeraval,ChorwadRoad,
Malia,Hatina,Keshodh,Junagadh,
Jetalsar,Navagadh,Virpur,Gondal
Bhakti Nagar, Rajkot, Vankaner
Than, Surendranagar and
Viramgam.
"Thepassengersarerequested

to arrive at the railway station at
least oneandahalf hoursbefore
thedeparturetimeandmustfol-
low the Covid safety protocols,"
said a representative of
AhmedabaddivisionofWestern
Railway.
Over80,000studentswillap-

pearforNEETexamat214exam-
ination centres spread across 10
districtsinGujaratonSeptember
13.80,219studentswillappearfor
theNEETundergraduate exami-
nationconductedbytheNational
TestingAgency(NTA).
Gujarat EducationMinister

Bhupendrasinh Chudasama
stated that toensure theexamis
conductedsmoothly,districtcol-
lectorsofall10districtshavebeen
directed tomake all necessary
arrangements keeping inmind
the standard operating proce-
dures issuedby the central gov-
ernmentonJuly6.Also,different
departmentslikeelectricity,state
transport andhealth andpolice
department alongwithmunici-
palcorporationsandnagarpalikas
havebeendirectedtoworkinco-
ordination.
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UNVEILING THE first "heritage
tourismpolicy"onFriday,Gujarat
governmentallowedopeningup
ofheritagehotels,museums,ban-
quethalls and restaurants inside
historic palaces, forts andbuild-
ings. This policy is applicable to
historicstructuresthatexistedbe-
foreJanuary1,1950andwillallow
internationalanddomestic tour-
iststoseeandexperiencehistoric
structuresfromclosequarters.
Under this policy, a newher-

itagehoteloranexistingonewill
getfinancialassistanceofRs5-10
croreforrenovationorexpansion.
The basic heritage structure
shouldnotbealteredduring this
process.Thegovernmentwillgive
a20percentsubsidy(maximum
ofRs5crore) if the investment is
up to Rs 25 crore. If the invest-
ments are overRs25 crore, then
themaximumsubsidywouldbe
Rs10crore.
Similarly, tobeginanewher-

itagemuseum, banquet hall or
resturantortorenovateorrestore
an existing one, financial assis-
tance of Rs 45 lakh to Rs 1 crore
willbeprovided.Thisfinancialaid

willbegivenat7percentinterest
for fiveyearsandwillnotexceed
Rs30lakhinayear.
Inthesefiveyears,thegovern-

mentwillgive100percentrelief
inelectricityduty,marketingsup-
port and rent assistance in na-
tional and international events.
The state government in a state-
mentclaimedthat themovewill
boosttourismandcreatejobs.
The move comes at a time

whentheentiretourismindustry
ispassingthroughadifficultphase
duetotheCovid-19pandemic.
“We have a lot of heritage

properties in Saurashtra and

SouthGujarat.Thiscanbeveryat-
tractivefortourists.Thispolicyhas
beendeclaredaftermanyrounds
ofdiscussionswiththestakehold-
ers,” Mamta Varma, secretary,
tourismdepartment,said.
According toofficials, a sepa-

rate policy governing heritage
structures inGujaratwas a long
pendingdemand fromtheown-
ers. The government also stated
that the present guidelines for
home-stays have been relaxed
and home owners having 1-6
roomscanapply for home-stays
afterregisteringwiththetourism
department.
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INTHEstatestartuprankingsan-
nounced by theGovernment of
India (GoI) on Friday,Gujarat re-
taineditstoprankasthe"bestper-
formingstate" for startups in the
country.
Thisisthesecondconsecutive

yearthatGujarathasbeenranked
asthenumberonestartupstatein
thecountry,retainingtheposition
ithadachievedwhentherankings
were announced by the Union
government for the first time in
2019.
Officialsmentionedas “state

champions”duringtheannounce-
ment include Additional Chief
Secretary (IndustriesandMines)
Manoj Kumar Das, Principal
Secretary(Education)AnjuSharma,
Secretary(ScienceandTechnology)
Hareet Shukla and Industries
CommissionerRahulGupta. The

awardwasannouncedinane-pro-
grammeorganisedby theUnion
Minister of Commerce and
Industry and Railways, Piyush
Goyal;MinisterofStateforHousing
andUrbanAffairsandCivilAviation,
HardeepSinghPuriandMinisterof
State forCommerceandIndustry,
SomParkash.WhileGujaratwas
ranked as the best performer,
Karnataka and Kerala were
awardedas the“topperformers”
amongparticipantscomprising22
statesandthreeunionterritories.
Receiving the award,Gujarat

Education Minister
BhupendrasinhChudasamasaid,
"Withtheconstantguidance,pa-
tronage and leadership of Chief
MinisterVijayRupani,Gujarathas
retained itsnumberone rank for
startups.Thisresultisreflectiveof
thestategovernment'spersistent
effortsforthelastfiveyearstonot
just support startups, but to also
encourage the creation of new
startupsandinnovations."

Among various initiatives
takenbythestategovernmentto
supportstartups,innovationsand
entrepreneurs include the
Student Startup and Innovation
Policy(SSIP),spearheadedbythe
stateeducationdepartment. The
policyextendsfinancialgrantsto
support student innovators and
startups. SSIP has benefited 137
institutions and led to 671
IntellectualPropertyfilings,3,472
proofs of concept, 817 startups,
109pre-incubationlabsand47fab
labstilldate.
AnjuSharmasaid,"Inthecita-

tion for Gujarat as announced
during the ceremony, the state
wasdeemedtobean“awareness
andoutreachchampion”.There-
sultemphasisesonthesuccessof
modelsimplementedbythestate
government for extending end-
to-endsupport to theecosystem
andaddressing the issues for all
levels of the startup ecosystem
pipeline."

State retains top rank in
Central govt’s startup rankings
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Expectedtoattract
foreigntourists

THEHERITAGEpropertyownersinGujarathavebeenseeking
adedicatedpolicyformorethanfiveyears.Though,officialsin
tourismdepartmentpointoutthattherearemorethan100
heritagepropertiesinthestate,only20ofthemhavebeen
openedupfortourism.Thegovernmentfeelsthatadedicated
policywillnotonlyencourageownerstorenovatetheold
structures,butwillalsohelpattractforeigntouriststosomeof
theprincelystatesandjagirsonceruledbyMarathaGaekwads,
KathiDurbars,RajputclansandMuslimdynasties.

Statedeclares its first
heritage tourismpolicy
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