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NCW, AIRBNB INITIATIVE IN GUJARAT

TRAINING INTOURISM, HOSPITALITY
The Naĥional Commięęion foĔ Women in collaboĔaĥion ĵiĥh AiĔbnb held a ĵoĔkęhop,
ĎHome Sĥaķ ToĭĔięmĐ, in aęęociaĥion ĵiĥh GĭjaĔaĥ Sĥaĥe Women Commięęion aĥ Saęan
GiĔ. NCW ChaiĔpeĔęon Rekha ShaĔma addĔeęęed ĥhe gaĥheĔing.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
AHMEDABAD,AUGUST8

A SPECIAL POTA court here on
Thursdaā sent one of the prime
accused convicted in the 2ćć3
murder of Gujarat’s then home
minister Haren Pandāa to judi-
cialcustodāatSabarmatiCentral
Jail.Thetrialcourt’sconvictionof
AsgharAlihadbeenrestoredlast
monthbātheSupremeCourt.

Pandāa,whoheld theHome
andRevenueportfoliosduringthe
chief ministership of Narendra
Modi,wasshotdeadwhenheen-
teredhiscarafteramorningwalk,
on March 26, 2ćć3, near Law
Gardenareainthecitā.

Asgar Ali was the prime ac-
cused and the sharp shooter
whowasfoundguiltāofpulling
the triggeronPandāa.

Advocate IlliāasKhan, repre-
senting Ali said, “The court of
JudgeMKDaveremandedhimin
judicial custodā, implāing that
his sentence of life imprison-

ment in theHarenPandāamur-
dercasewillbeeĀecutedhereon.
HewasataTelanganajailearlier
inrelationtoamurdercase.”

The apeĀ court on Julā 5 re-
stored the conviction of 12per-
sonswhowereconvictedbāthe
special POTA court formurder-
ing Pandāa in 2ćć3. The POTA
court convictionhadbeenchal-
lengedintheGujaratHighCourt,
whichacquitted them.

Ofthe12convicts,threehave
alreadā undergone their sen-

tences, as stated bā theGujarat
HighCourt in its order. TheapeĀ
courtdidnot interferewithit.

Of the remaining nine, the
Central Bureau of Investigation
had moved the special POTA
court for issuanceof arrestwar-
rant on Julā 2ć for eight of the
convicted persons as theāwere
neitherinjudicialnorpolicecus-
todā. As advocate Khan eĀ-
plained at the time, “Whenever
ajudgmentispronounced,there
isatimeframementionedwithin
which the convicts have to turn
up.Thetimeframewasnotmen-
tioned bā the SC in its order. As
theGujaratHChadacquittedall,
theāwerenot incustodā.”

ThePOTAcourt granted CBI
the warrant, following which
the eight convicts surrendered
before the court on Julā 22.

AsAsgarAliwas lodged in a
Telanganajail inaseparatemat-
ter, the CBI sought his transfer.
Ali was transferred Thursdaā,
presented in court and sent to
judicial custodā right awaā.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
VADODARA,AUGUST8

THE FOREST department on
Thursdaārescuedonethree-feet
long crocodile from Navlakhi
pond,anartificialwaterbodācre-
ated last āear. Effort is on to res-
cuetwomorecrocodilesspotted
inthepond, forestofficialssaid.

The forest department has
twodaās tocaptureall thecroc-
odiles fromthepondbefore the
last daā of Dasama Puja when
peoplewill immerseidolsinthe
water bodā. The pondwas cre-
atedinAugustlastāearaheadof
GaneshChaturthi asanalterna-
tive to the Sursagar lake, which
is undergoing renovation, for
idol immersion.

Atleast22crocodileswereres-
cued from residential areas in
Vadodara citā anddistrict in the
lastoneweek.Thesereptileshad
venturedintoresidentialareasaf-
terwaterlevelsintheVishwamitri
river rose due to heavā rain and
floodwaters entered thecitā and
partsof thedistrict lastweek.

“We were informed that
threecrocodileswerespottedin
thepond.Wesentourteamfrom
the forest department and vol-

unteers to rescue the reptiles.
Wehavemanagedtorescueone,
andeffort is on find theothers,”
said Assistant Conservator of
Forests,VinodDamor.

After the first capture in the
morning,therescuersmadesev-
eral failed attempts to rescue
other crocodiles. “Thewater is

15-feetdeepandsotherescuers
cannotenterthewaterandcap-
ture them.Wehavebeen trāing
tocapturethecrocodilesusinga
grip through a long rope held
from corner of the pond to the
other. Themajor challengehere
is to patientlā wait for the rep-
tilestosurfacewhentheācanbe

captured.Theāgenerallāsurface
whenthesun isout tomaintain
their bodā temperature, but
since todaā it started rainingaf-
ter noon, our attempts failed,”
Damoradded.Theforestdepart-
mentwill nowbeplacing cages
for the crocodiles inside the
pondtocatch them.

THE15-FEETdeeptem-
porarāpond,Navlakhi,
wasbuilt in2ć18aheadof
GaneshChaturthi and
doesnothaveanatural
habitat foraquatic
animals.

Thepondalsodoes
nothaveenoughre-
sources to feed the
crocodileswhowould
gowithout food if theā
arenot rescued fromthe
pond immediatelā.

Innaturalponds, the
forestdepartmentcre-
atesaC-shaped fencing
inside thepondtode-
marcate theboundaries
andavoidanāanimal-hu-
manconflicts.

So, crocodiles can co-
inhabit in natural ponds
and lakes alongwith hu-
manswho use the
banks for various chores
like bathing, washing
clothes etc.
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3 crocodiles spotted in Navlakhi pond, 1 rescued

Forestofficialswithoneof thecrocodiles rescuedinVadodaraonThursdaĀ.BhupendraRana

AsgharAli, convicted inthe
HarenPandĀamurder
case,outsideacourt in
Ahmedabad,ThursdaĀ. PTI

PĺimeaccŭŁed iĀHaĺeĀ
PaĀdƆacaŁeŁeĀŚ ŚĎ jail

Ahmedabad




